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your head and conceal your dagger in there.1 You will suffer no
harm and you can take out the dagger whenever you need it/
After she had done this, she said, 'You have now mastered your
art, and may go home. Twenty years from now, we shall meet
again.' And so she brought me back."
After hearing this account Feng became very much in fear of
his daughter. She would disappear at night and return at dawn,
and Feng did not venture to question her, nor did he much care
now for his extraordinary daughter.
One day a young mirror grinder happened to pass by the house.
When Yinniang saw him, she said, "This man will be my hus-
band." She told her father of her wish and as he did not dare to
oppose her, she and the young man were married accordingly.
Her husband had no other accomplishment than his skill in polish-
ing mirrors. Her father supplied them with food and clothing and
assigned them a compound to live in.
After her father's death a few years later, she and her husband
were retained by the viceroy of Weipo, who had heard something
about her accomplishments. Thus for the next few years she and
her husband were in the service of the powerful war lord.
During the Yuanho period (806-820) the viceroy of Weipo had
a disagreement with Liu Chang-yi, the viceroy of Chenhsii, and
sent Yinniang to assassinate him. Yinniang took leave of her master
and she and her husband set out for Hsiichou, the capital of
Chenhsii.
It happened that Liu was an excellent diviner and foresaw their
coming. He sent one of his lieutenants to wait for them north of
the city. Finally they appeared, one riding a black and the other a
white donkey. Near the city gate a magpie fluttered and chattered
before them and the husband drew his bow and shot at it, but
missed. The wife then took the bow and brought down the bird
with one pellet.
Liu's emissary now went up to them and told them that he had
come to welcome them on orders of the viceroy of Chenhsii.
1 Some conceal their magic swords in their viscera and spit them out when the
occasion demands.